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Gov. Kenneth Ma 1,1, :l(ll)1'0,cd n $ l .5 
million approprial ion n.s: ,,an ot" 1 h c 
Fiscnl Ye.tr 20 1 6 bud gel p�,sscd in 

tober. ,md ti� U.:gisliuutC' has 
cru.llcrl a nlC'C'hanism by wh ich t ha l  
appru pria1ion \,i l l  be distributed. 

11'1C bill \\ as sponsored and 
supported by all IS senators_ 

E.1ch setl..110i' "'i l l  �"Ccivc- 11 J')Qr1io1\ 
of 1hc LS mil l  io11 1h cy L';:in can11.1rk 
for ,x1t1ic.i.1lnr oq;:milUtion 

Jomes s.tid ii is expected 1ha1 ,·ach 
senator's cap w i ll be abou1 100.000. 
bu1 that fit,rurc- has yci 10 be linaliLcd. 

TI1e Senate pn..--side111 said the 3 1 :si 
Legislature plan� 10  meet i n  a Slll'Ciil l  
;\�;\ion in  c:,rly J1111uury. oround 1h� 
gt>\1.'fltt";;; . . tut�or1he Tcni1ory :1tkb\...-..:,. 
10 .. dean up . issues from 1 hc lo:;, scs-

HOVENSA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

'Signal to the world' 
n. Al1nt1ndo L ibun;I gR\'C cl'C()i1 10 

the Mnpp administn11 io11 ·s s1ra1egy of 
s1ar1 i ng by s,1 y ing 1hc government 
\, ould uc HOVE  A. He  �1 id he 

. supports 1hc agrccmc11L 
. This agrccmcnl to me is the begin

ning ofa :.igna.l 10 the ,,orld.'. Liburd 
said. "We turni ng a Jl."lgc ns a mlk 1�1 
would .say. We 1 urning the page to 
business. 10 opponuni1y. 10 n r.:h11 1 )cc 
for our younger gcncr.1tion 10 look al 
\\hat's 1 hcrc on the horirot" 

HC' said he bcl ic,·cs it brin .. 1s hope. 
rn. Nereida Rh'crn-O"Rc i l ly s.1id 

she- suppon� t he Ub'l\."'ClllCOl. which she.. said co111cmplmcs ··e v ery possible 
sc�,1ario. ·· 1 mu!-! udmil - und I a lways look 
for flaws - 1 ha1 this is .l11 excel lent 
agrccmcnL an agreement \\ here 1 hc 
people of t. Croi x  are going 10 bc
protcctcd. where 1he governmen t is. 
going 10  bcncfi1 dow1l the: ro.1d:' s:hi: 
said. 

Howc\ cr. R ivcrn �O' Re i l ly also 
noted tha1 1hc agrt.:t"lllC'lll sparked i.:on
tro\"C'JSY and the d iscussion s urround& 
i ng it look a tum tha1 she- bclic,'es will 
li.'3\ c scars. he spoke obout 1hc need 
for hC3 1ing ll'IO\ ing forward. 

en. Just in  1--larrignn Sr. miscd con · 
ccms O\'cr 1hc I L11g1h or 1hc con1r:1c1 
ond about the number of lax cxemp
lions in t he ngn.--ctncnt 

He  sa id he th inks it wi l l  bl' 100 
expcnsi\'c- for L imctree Bay 10 re�1an 
�fining - :md :mid h� would huv� 
l i ked 10 sec n fuel d i scounl for 1hc 
gcn·cmm(..'fll in 1hc agrccmcnl . 

"'1llC Co,nmissioncl' or Fin::incc sh� 1 I I  
nu1in111in i i  di:1.ailcd 11ccou111ing n:<.'Ord 
of all monies dcposi1cd in10 a nd 
d i sbu�"'CI from the Fund mKI he shall 
sub mit a quarterly rcpon on 11,e 
financial �,::11us of the Fund 10 1hc- 
Go\'crnor and 1hc Lcgisl t11urc-. which 
rcpol'l shal l i nc l ude 1hc llllk>l11H or 
cnch disbursement from 1he Fund 
1ogcther with the n:1mc ond :1t:ldnss of 1 
he person or busi lll"SS concern 10 \\ 
hom crieh such dis. burscmcnt was 
made.·· 1he bill states. 

James said the cna1e i111cn1ionally 
pu1 the m:magcmcn1 of the rund in the 
lmnds of the F inunce  Dcp:ir1111cn1 
bccnusc the scn:,tors do no1 wuu1 10 be 
n·sponsible for keeping 1 r.1(.·k of 1hc 

He- o l so m i s:cd co11ccn1s over' 1hc 
annual ehari1riblc co111ribu1ions from 
Lirnet.rcc B;iy going 10 nonprolilS only 
on t. Croi ,'\; - c ,nd •he rcquircmc111 
the goven1or appro\'C wh ich no1t1m11:. 
its get 1he C{llllribu1ion�. 

"Timi's u shmnc. ll"s one h:rrilol)' ... he !k1id. · ' I  don't t h i nk 1his go"crnor 
should ha\'c access 10 r1 I I  of tha1 
money:· 

'Open for business' 
Sen. Trcgen.t;:i Ro;:ach wised 

conccl'ns abt)ul wtun 1hc Virgin 
I s l ands govcmmcnl is givfng up. He 
.said he was not sure he could 
supporl lhc 

.ogrccmcnt. 

. , wish lhat it could rcHtm St. Croh: 
h) lhc CC'OIIOll\k l i fe th:u :,.OlllC of us 
wi. h had never ten i t  - bu1 rm no1 
<.-cr1::i in  1 h,11 this is 1hc :1grci..111Cnl 1h,11"s 
going m do it:· he said. ··1 th ink i1 has 
t he votes that ii could possib ly p:1ss. nncl I hope th:u ll docs wh[ll people 
CX J)CCI or it·· 

Bttt he said he wa� 1101 �·uisficd and 
1101 c.:on fidr:nl enough 1 hu t  i i will 10 
\'Ote for it. 

Sen. Kenneth G i l lem; said i t had 
been a ··n..�11. rea l eha l lens.ing decision 
as we·rc looking m lhe iittmc of t hese 
islar�b . .'' 

He no1cd 1hat 1he i,em1 1ors on ly gc1 
10 decide whe1h l'.'r or no1 10 F.tl ify on 
Hgrcc111cn1 - 011d do not gel to 1ll."gOl i
n1c. 

·· .\·l y dec i s i on todtt y wi l l  be a s
always from the he:i rt -nnd  whm I 
belie,� i.s indeed in the bc81 in�resl of 
\\c. lhc JX"Opk:· he said. 

Sen. Novcllc Fnmcis sn id  the J)\-'0-
plt- of 1 .  roi.'( \\' Cre h i t  hardcs1 by 
HOVE A's c losure. He ootcd 1 ha1 

!he :l£.l'CCIUCI\I docs 1101 gu!ll';\lllCC thm 
Limc trcc Bay w i ll r�1an refin ing -
an<l he a l so poi n1cd 10 the need for 
dhcn.hy in thc cc-onomy. 

··This is most l ilcly the �st dl!a l 
1ha1 can be nego1bh .. �I in t his m:1rke1 
und under 1hcsc (..'Ondi 1ior.s.'" he :.nid. 
..I I  is no1 ,, pcrrcrt dea l .  By for. i 1 i� 
not a perfect dcnl.'"

But he said he bcl ie\'cs ii is a OC-gin
ning and he su1>pons iL 

.. Ifs a st:1n. 1t·s a stan to show th�H 
we nn: open for b�h, s." h1.: said. 

'A 40-year impact' 
en . Tcm:ncc Ne lson out l i ned a 

number of concerns he has about the 
agreement and said there arc ::1 lot of 
mUJ\S\' en.'XI questions. 

He no1ed 1h:u ii is ":1 big decision .. 

1h:u w i l l  h:.t\ c ··a 40-ycor impact on 
us:· The agri.."C.·mcnl is for 25 yc.irS. 
"ith an option.1 1 1 5&ycar e.,tcnsion. 

1 c lson urged his col leagues to 
.. ,h i nk carefully. ,-onsidcr can,fully_-· 

··we-· re miking abou1 our futu�. but 
"hm foturc is thC'J'C' i r \w c;cin '1 liw in 
this cm il\ln n1cnl".' What fi1 turc is 1hcn:
if" c c.111 · 1  us:c lhc water in 1hi.s 11.:rri-
1orv," he said. 

He said he wou ld l ike IO sec some 
changes in the a�cmem - and that 
his \Ole \\ uld be 00. 

Sen. Kurt Vin lc1 looked br,c-1,. at 
othi:r agreements 1hc: Ctmlc ha.; roti
licd in ye.us p.1,t and talked about 1 11(' 
ti:mlS of this agreement and the bcrn:· 
lits to the ti:ni1ory. 

He said thL� is nol a bad agn..'Cm nt 
··This is a st.an. This isa stan of let· 

ti ng 1 he outsidi: world. lht iuw.siors. 
kno" th.11 • 1 .  roix is o�,cn for busi
ness. .. Vfale1 said . .. We urc rc:ady :md 

gm•crnment org.1n i.w1 i ons such as 
schools. Vinlct said. 

Violc1 said Jruncs and (io\'cmmcm 
Hou:-c- wi l l  bo1h vet �ruuors' suggcs1- 
,·d n.-cipicnl orgrtn iL.:llioris bcrorc sub- 
111 i 1 1  in i:; 1 h c m  10 1 h c  F i n n ncc  
Dcpartmcnl. 

Jmm:-s s�ld the money is comini:; 
from t he  ln1cmt1I Ma1ching Rc ... cnuc 
Fund. was appropria1ed imo 1he 
budget's misccllunrous fond �nd wil l  
now be ;Khnini�cr\'<I d1ruugh lhi! 1)1.•w ly 
t:r1.'u1cd LcgL�lnlhc Rlinv�tmcr1t 
lnitiati\'C 

\dl l t ng 10 111ec1 w ith i 1 ! \CSIOl'S who 
\, r 11u 10 inve I i n  1hc isl:ind o f  S1. 
Croix. Br ing your monies. We ore 
rc.-,dy 10 :su1n :· 

'One job at a time' 
Sen. Cl i  !ford Gmhmn 1101�<1 1hat  

SCn:IIOrS were 1101 pri\'Y 10 the ne:gotia
tion.s. 

.. You have 10 look at the merit or 
whaf� in from of  you for wh;1t it h:.hc 
.s.nid. Jnd poi111c<l ow n number of the 
ckmcnls: in the :.1gn."C111l"111 1h� 11 arc 
bcnclidal 10 the go, L·mnlCUt. 

He .said 1lm1 economic srow th ha.s 
to Slart 

V 

somewhere. 
'"\e lll[lY not gc-1 2.000 job!'. b u t. 

Mr. l''rcsldcnt, how do you �an to get 
b;1cl,. 2.000 jobs'!" he siid. "You s1:1rt 
m one-job :u a 1ime:· 

Sen. �rnmrncl ;mes sriid 1 h ;11 he 
suppons 1hc- agrccmcn1. ··Righi now. St Croix is on l i fe su� 
pon and " e  need to j ump stan i t;· he 
said. "And rm tl-Ot saying lh:u t his i.s 
going 10 bring us back 10 t he glory 
da� of 1 hc pas1. ;1l .ill. 1101 :u t il l. But 
if:; n srnn:· 

He S[lid i t  is more 1. ht1 11 jusl money 
and hou:;.ini:: and jobs. 

'"\V ha.l we're lalking about is hope:· 
S:mcs sald. 

en . M�· roo Jai:kson st:1id i1 is :111 
historic momen1 fol' t he LcgisfaH1rc. 

He noted thlll he is t:(H1e,,11cd ubout 
the corpor.ue Oq;rmiLal ion of L imc1m· 
Bay and  Arc L ight and said t h a t  he 
!cars 11ml t he  terri tory is s1.."tl iny it.sclr 
up for "a similar arrnng�inctll 1ha1 we 
cl\.--at('d wilh HOVE SA ... 

He also c.'(pr�SSC"d con(..'-Crn ribo\11 
the ia.x. c,"<cmpt i()tlS: nnd 0 1hcr 1no,1 i
sions of 1hc agrecmcn1 and rn)w they 

no funding from t h e  govcrnme111 
because . .. ,hey nC\Cr o�kcd." ictlc1 
said_ 

fany such organiL..1 t i ons pro\ide 
food and , iial sen kc 10 the 
homeless and menially i l l .  and ··we 
need 10 1:-1kc bel i e r  care of them:· 
Vial c 1 
nid. ··Yo11· 1 1  ci: t h e imp :ict n 1hc 

conununity." 

\\ Ould aOCCt the territory for )'Ctll"S 10 
C01 1lC' 

.. This agreement h inges on t he:  
OOCks of  foturc gencm1ions ... J a ckson 
s:1id. · · 1 lu\e  n respon.)'ihili1y 10 look n1 
\\ ha1 is d \\ n the rot:1d ·· 

en. Janelle Mi l l i n  Young said she 
1hink scnmors: nC\."d more 1ime. 

-Why risk St Croix's big.£,c-st nsscl
by nol 1.1king. the- time 10  make S11re 
1hat t h is deal i the r igh1 deal for 
Crucians and 1hc people ol"t he Virgi n 
lslundsT she said. no1ing 1 lm1 she lmd 
mndc a mo1io11 c:,ir licr 10 send thc 
OK"-3su.re 1o commi111..�. for furtherc.'Cll1 .. 
sidcrn1ion of an am1..'fldmen1 th.it 
onicials said they \\Ould ma.kc 1hat 
se1s a formula for pricing fuel at the 
lruck racks. ·n-a1 1lll)lion foiled. 

:\1 i l l in-Young also noted that 1hc 
two um1ly:scs 1 lm1 t he cnmc paid ror 
rniscd a mnnlx.·r or qucsiion5 aboul lhC' 
agrccmmt. 

--1sn·1 it irresponsible to 1110\'c for. 
ward \\ i1h a vocc- today based on these 
damning analyses before us'!" she 
s;1id. 

Sena,� Pf\.'S. t'\'illc James s:.,id he 
i :s  vo1 ing for the de.ii. \\ hich he 
bclit:\.'l:S is impon�mt for I .  Croix. 

"The deal is OK. but 1he situ111io11 on 
L Croix i s  moribund," he- said .· ·f  r 1hose " ho don·1 1,,,now 1hc defini-

1 ion. 1h:..1·s nex1 1o de31h:·
When II c:'.mK' lime 10 \'Ole. (.iJ:ll Or:s 

B lyden.  Forde. frnnc i s .  G i l l en�. 
Graham. J nmcs. L i b u rd . Rh  cm· 
ff Rei l ly. ncs. and Vialct , 01cd ye · 
Sl"flttlors H. rrigan. fackson .  �Ison. 
Rooch and Millin Youns \ Olcd no. 

- a m m:I J,n 8/(l(·k/mrn 01 
7 1 ./ - 9 / ./ )  · u r  t! m a i l

JhltK'khumfa tkli�111£11\'S. 1i 
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