





Wednesday, December 30,

HOVENSA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
‘Signal to the wond’

0, Altmclo Liburd gave endin 1o

the Mupp b

starting by suying the ermment

wold ue HOVE A, He said he
upports the agreement.

* This agreemient (o me is the begin-
ning of'a signal o the vsortd.” Liburd
aid. "We lnnmm apage a5 a talk host
wondd say, We turning the page to
husiness, 10 opporiunity, 10 o chince
tior our younger generidion kr ok at
what's there on the honizon,™

He said he believes it brin s hope.

en. Nereida Rivera-0'Reilly said
she sunpumlln.u;,numm whi
i !\u& i\lc

IIuI lhm is an excellent
agrecment. an agreement where the
people of ¢ Croix ane going o be
protected, where the governmenl is
gl\i;lg 10 benelit down the roed,”™ she
@

However, Rivera-O'Reilly alse
noted 1han e sigrecment sparked con-
trosersy and the discussion sumround-
ing it 100k a turn that she belicves will
T e sears. he spohe aboul the newd
tor healing moving fonsard.

en. Justin HJI‘HLJI'I Sr. mised con-
cerms aver the length of the conrael
and about the number of tax exemp-
tions in the agreement.

He said he thinks it will be 1o
expensive for Limetnee Bay lo restart
refining — and said b would e
liked 1o see a (uel discount (or (e
govenmient in the agreemer

sirlegy of

2015

He also raised concems over the
annual charitable conributions (rom
Limetree Bay going 10 nanpeulits only
on 1 Croix — und the requinemen
the governor appnove which nonprad-
its get the contributions.

S That's 16, W5 one lermitory
te sail, SR ik G LOvernor
should have access 1o all ol that
money.”

‘Open for business’

Sen. Tregenza  Reoach  raised
con-¢cerns about what the Virgin
Islands government is giving up. He
suid he was not sure he could
suppwisithtieat it could reum St Croix
1o lhe economic life har some of us

“F,(t‘f'iﬁ il never Lefl il — but I'm ot
certain that this is e sereement that's
going W do it he s, ™1 ibink @ has
the vetes that it coulil possibly pass.
and | hope that it does what people
expect of i

But he said he was no satistied and
ol conlident enongh that it will to
vore ot it

Sen. Kenneth Gittens said it had
buen a real, neat challenging decision
as we're looking at the fulnee of'these
islands.”

He poted that the scaators unly get
10 decide whether or not to ealify an
apreemem — and do nel gel Lo egoti-
ate.

"My decision toduy will be as
always firom the heart —andwhat |
belicre is indead in the best interest of
we, the people.” he said.

Sen, Novelle Frme d the peo-
ple of t. roix were hil hardest by
HOVE  A’s closure. He nuted that

HOVENSA BANKRUPTCY DEAL

the agreement docs not guarnee
Limetece Bay will r.
and he also pointed to the need tor
y in the cconony,
his IS Imost likely the best e il
that ¢an be negotiated in 1his m.lrhl
and vrider these conditions,

“It s nota perfect deal,
ot a poriect deal.™

But he said he believes

ning amd he supports it.
It°s a stant, I's a stant 1w show that
we are open forbusin .7 he said,

‘A 40-year impact’
en. Termenee Nelson outli a
number of concemns he has about the
agreement and said there are i ol of
s ered question
e noted thet i

2 hig dlocision™
that will have “a 4U-year impact on
ws.” The agreement is for 25 yeurs,
withan optienal 15-year extension.

r clson urged his colleagucs to
“think carellly, consider carnelully.”
“We'ne talking about our I'umm but

irwe can’t use the water in this lem-

He said he would like 1o sce some
changes in the agreement — and that
his vote W uld b o,

Sen. Kurt Vialer lovked hack at
other agreements the  cnate b -
lied in years past and tlked abouk tbe
terms of this agreeme and the beme-
fits to the emritory.

Fle said this is not a hml ageeent nl.

=T as
ting e \lulsidc world, the
Know theat . mn \ opyen {or busi-

ness,” \'mlu saiel. W are ready und

willing 0 meer with imestors who
wunt o inve 1in the iskind of St
Croix. Bring your monics. We are
rewdy 10 stn.”

'One job at a time’

Sen. ClitTord Graham noted that
semators wene 1ol privy e the negotia-
tioats,

“You have to look at the merit of
what's in front ol you for what il is.-he
said, and pointed out a nuntber of the
clements in bk agreemen that are
iciul 1o the oy ermment.

id that cconomic growth has
o sart somewhere,

“We may not get 2,000 jobs, but,
Mr. President, how do you start o get
buack LN jobs”" he spidd. = You start
al one job at a time™

Sen Ssummuel anes said dhat he
supplighiiiowficGoo is on life sup-
port aml we need to jump stan it,” he
said. “And I'm not saying tut this is
going to bring ns back 1o the glory
all. Bue

Hg <:||d it is more than just money
and hous Lx and jobs

“What we'retalking about is hope.”
Sancs said.

en, Myron Jackson said it

historic moment for the Legisiature.

He noted that he is coneemed about
the comonake ong; ion of Limelree
Bay and ArcLight and said thal he
fcars that the territory is seiting itself”
ilar amangenient that we
created with HOVE SA™

I 1l coneern about
the tax exenyptions and ather provi-
stans of the agreement and how they
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would afteer the werritory for yeurs 1o
come

is agreemen hmg.\ on the
It " Jackson
I ook ot

N II||| Young sl she
¢t
biggest assct
by not Inkmg the time 10 make sure
that this deal i the right deal for
Crucians and the people of'the Vingin
she sid. noting 1hat she bl
made 3 motion ewrlicr to send the
asure 0 commitice. Tor funhercon -
of an amenciment  thal
< said they would make that
scis 4 formula lor pricing fucl al the
s, Tt motion Tailed.

-Young alko neted Uhat e
two analyses 1t tlw enate paid for
wisex) o nurmber o questions about the
agreemient.

“lsn’t it iresponsible 1o move tor-
ward with a vole today based on tese
damning analyses before us?” she

nte Pres,  eville James skl he
is voting for the deal. w hich he
belicves is impurl.lnl for 1. Croix.
“The deal is OK. bul the sllllallnn on
“F 7 s iob loohisundie Ne T,

fion, that’s next to destih”

When it cime lime 10 vole,  anio
Rlyden. Forde, Francis, Ginens,
Graham. James. Liburd, Rivera-
O'Reilly.  nes.and Vialet voled ye©
Senators HL mrigan, Jackson,  elson,
Reach and Millin Yioung yoted no.
ontact Joy Blackbara wi
FiI4-9145 or ecwail
Jhicckbumta daivrews,
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